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Pray for the sick and homebound of our parish:
Fr. Peter Pagones ~ Ivy Bischof ~
Maureen Brennan ~ David Butler ~ Vin Cronin ~
Mary Devenpeck ~ Robert Davenport ~
Richie Davy ~ Stephen Markuson ~ Senator Jim Seward ~
Bradley Smith ~ Sarah Tarr

Pray for members of the military
from our families
Liam DolanUSMC ~ Ryan Barrow

Please call the Parish Office to add any names.

Mass intentions that had been scheduled d r
the time we were closed will be reschedul

Please call the parish office to arrange !

convenient date and time.
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Act of Spiritual

Communion

My Jesus, I believe that you
are present in the most
Blessed Sacrament, 1love
You above all things and |
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desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot now
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into
my heart. I embrace You as if
You have already come, and
unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be
separated from You. Amen.

Sacred Heart (Troy):
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https://biddingowl.com/
SacredHeartSchool21678

Complete directions on the auction home site
Online AuctiorDates: June 226
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SUNDAY'S READINGS

FIRST READING:

“Sing to the LORD,

praise the LORD,

For he has rescued the life of the poor
from the power of the wicked!” (Jer 20:13)

PSALM:
Lord, in your great love, answer me. (Ps 69)

SECOND READING:

But the gift is not like the transgression.

For if by that one person’s transgression the many died,
how much more did the grace of God

and the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ
overflow for the many. (Rom 5:12-15)

=PSALM 69

GOSPEL:
“Everyone who acknowledges me before others
| will acknowledge before my heavenly Father.” (Mt 10:32)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 21, 2020

Sunday: 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Father’s Day

Monday: St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Sts. John Fisher, Bishop,
and Thomas More, Martyrs

Wednesday: The Nativity of St. John the Baptist

Saturday: St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Next Sunday:  13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

REFLECT

FIRST READING

We hear how the prophet Jeremiah
turned to God as he struggled mentally
and emotionally to remain faithful

to his call. When do you find yourself
turning to God in prayer?

SECOND READING

Paul speaks of Adam and Christ to
describe God's gift of salvation to
all who believe. What do you find
compelling in Paul's argument?

GOSPEL READING

Jesus forewarns his disciples that
following him will involve risks and
even persecution. Where do you
experience risk and/or ridicule as a
person of faith?

12™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME




WILL YOU SAY YES?

You find yourself in the difficult situation of
being accused of blasphemy and confronting
possible execution. Your crime is believing in
Jesus Christ. The question is then asked of
you, “Are you a Christian, a follower of the one
named Jesus Christ?" Your answer may very
well dictate what happens to you next. What
is your answer?

It is probably easier to answer this question
when the scenario is make-believe. All of

us want to believe that we would say yes to
the question of belief in Jesus, but strange
things happen when humans panic in the
face of extreme stress. As we reflect on what
we would say, there are those all over the
world who are being asked that very same
question. It is a question that was asked of

many in the first centuries of the Church.
Those who respond “yes"” are considered
martyrs and saints.

We might not usually think of all this in
terms of good stewardship living. However,
our faith is also a gift we have received from
God to cultivate, grow, and share with others.
The more interesting question than the one
posed above is, “Would an accuser even think
of asking you such a question?” Would you
have cultivated, grown, and shared your faith
enough that anyone would even consider
you worthy of asking the question? They
might assume you don't know Jesus Christ
at all. | don't like conflict and do not seek out
conflict, but | would rather someone ask the
first question posed than assume there is no
reason to confront me in the first place.

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

WHY DO CATHOLICS
GIVE THE SIGN OF
PEACE TO ONE
ANOTHER AT MASS?

The sign of peace is a part

of the Mass that takes place
immediately after we offer the
Lord’s Prayer. Inspired by Jesus’
words to his first followers, we
stand together in a spirit of
communion to pray as Jesus
taught us: “Our Father who artin
heaven...” In this prayer, we call
for the coming of God'’s kingdom
in all its fullness and ask that God
provides for our needs — “Give
us, this day, our daily bread” — to
forgive our sins and to bring us to
the joy of heaven.

It is almost natural, then, that
the rite of peace would follow. As
the celebrant prays that Christ's
peace will fill our hearts, our
communities, the Church, and
the whole world, we extend to
those around us a sign of peace
(usually a hug or a handshake)

as a symbol of the commmunion
that we experience now and will
experience forever in the fullness
of the reign of God.

We are also reminded of Jesus’
teachings that if we are at prayer
and remember that a brother

or sister is holding something
against us, then we are to go
and seek reconciliation with
them before we continue our
prayer (see Matthew 5:23). And
so, the sign of peace also reminds
us of the need to truly be in
communion — united in love
and peace — with God and one
another before we approach the
altar to receive the Eucharist.

So, the next time you're at Mass
and the time comes for the sign
of peace, remember that this is

a moment to celebrate the gift

of Christ's peace that each of us
has received from God and to
pass that peace along to those
around us. We need this moment
to practice, because this is also
the same peace of Christ that we

are instructed to carry out into the
world at the end of Mass when
the priest or deacon says to us,
“Go, in peace, glorifying the Lord
by your life”

To learn more, see the “Catechism
of the Catholic Church” (no. 857-
862 and 880-882).

When you
pods Uigugh
W, | will
be Wik you.

ISAIAH 43:2




LIVE THE LITURGY

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Jesus knows that the challenges
a disciple of the Gospel will face
in the world are real. He tells all
of us point blank, “Do not be
afraid.” There are many things
we can fear as we attempt to
live the Gospel: unpopularity,
being rebuked, rejection, anger,
being challenged, having to
defend ourselves, standing alone,
insecurity, failure, and even
death. Many folks know that
their faith calls them to live life
more deliberately and radically
but are cowards when it comes
to putting it into practice. We
easily justify sticking with the
“acceptable” norms with which
we are accustomed. These only
serve to keep us stuck and mired
in mediocrity. The Gospel —
given flesh by the very presence
of Christ — seeks to stretch,
challenge, and change us. We
do not have to fear anything,
even death. Sometimes, living
with our fears brings us a sadly
disordered sense of comfort.
Maybe what we really fear above
all else is change.

12TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

IS NEVER
DEFEATED.

ST. JOHN PAUL II

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support at
this time. Thank you!
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HOW CAN I BE JUST TREAT
A REALLY GOOD EVERYONE
WITNESS A
FOR JESUS? ~f

S HE WOULD.

OH, SURE.
LOOK WHERE
THAT 6OT HIM.
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